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This is a core strategic management course that surveys the most influential and classic works
in strategy area. The course will also cover economics, sociology and psychology views of
strategic management, providing a basic understanding of strategy theories. This course should
be approached as an opportunity to gain exposure to the entire field. Having said that, certain
topics that are addressed in detail in future core and elective courses in strategy area will not be

covered.
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(1) Each student should develop a basic understanding and overview of historical and current
concepts, theory, and research in the field of strategic management.

(2) Each student should develop the abilities to summarize, integrate, evaluate and extend theory
and research in strategic management.

(3) Each student should be able to apply theory and research to the practice of strategic
management.

(4) Each student should develop process skills that will lead to success in the PhD program and
during his or her career. These skills emphasize the abilities to think clearly and quickly and to
communicate effectively and efficiently both orally and in writing.
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SESSION | CONTENT

1 Introduction to Strategic Management

2 Economics View of Strategy - I/0 Economics

3 Economics View of Strategy — TCE

4 Economics View of Strategy — Agency Theory

5 Economics View of Strategy—Schumpeterian/Dynamic View of Strategy
6 Resource Based View of Strategy — Classic work

7 Resource Based View of Strategy

8 Knowledge Based View of Strategy

9 Learning Based View of Strategy — Classic work

10 Learning Based View of Strategy

11 Psychological Views of Strategy

12 Sociological Views of Strategy — Institutional Theory

13 Sociological Views of Strategy — Ecological Theory

14 Sociological Views of Strategy — Resource Dependence & Network Theory
15 Student Presentations and Closing Discussion

16 Final Paper Due
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Each article will be assigned to a discussion leader, who will prepare a short written synopsis /
critique of the article. While I will take responsibility for leading all seminar discussions, you are
expected to provide consistent and thoughtful input through your responses to discussion
questions and your own comments.
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The readings assigned for the week are listed in the syllabus and should be completed prior to
class. Each student should attend the class and participate in the class discussion.
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Class Preparation and Participation (20% of grade) - Each participant is required to come
prepared to class. Since class discussion is an integral part of the course, absences and lack of
preparedness are unacceptable. All students are required to read all chapters and articles assigned
on the syllabus.

Acrticle Journals (20% of grade) - In addition to the assigned reading, all students are required to
prepare a journal that summarizes their preparation for each class. This journal should contain
three components for each topic:

1. Asummary of important ideas, concepts, theories, models, methods, results, and
conclusions for each reading. One to two pages should be devoted to each reading.
Keeping notes on articles that you read is an excellent habit to establish that will save
you time and energy in the future. Including copies of any summary models or
tables in the journal will help refresh your memory of the article as you go back to it
in the future.

2. An evaluative statement of the literature. This statement should address key
strengths (contributions) as well as weaknesses in the readings for the week. This
discussion should be approximately one page.

3. An extension statement that outlines no more than one or two future theoretical
and/or empirical directions for each topic. This statement should be specific and
creative and should flow from the evaluation statement. You should develop these
hypotheses using the theory from the week and describe in some detail the
methodology that you would use to test them.

Students are often asked to share their ideas from their journals during class. Journals should be
brought to each class. | will collect the journals on the last day of the course for grading and
feedback; however, on any given week, journal entries may be collected, so be sure to keep up and
bring your journals to class.

Individual Term Paper (60% of grade) - All students are required to prepare a proposal that
relates a topic(s) covered in class to their own research interests. This proposal may be a
valuable start on the student’s summer research project, it may identify a general area of interest,



or it may eliminate a topic from the student’s potential set of interests. The evaluative and
extension statements from your journals are a good place to develop ideas for this proposal.

The term paper should follow the following logical steps: (1) define a research question, (2)
review and critique the extant literature, (3) develop a few testable hypotheses, (4) propose a
data source and methods for testing the proposed hypotheses, and (5) discuss the implications
and extensions of your research. Each paper should be written in the form of the front end
of an empirical journal article.

In our last session participants will present their research paper to others in the class. The
presentation will follow the format of an Academy of Management presentation and will be
about 15-20 minutes in length. Final proposals are due no later than Jan. 1. No late papers are
accepted. Your final grade will reflect your paper and your presentation



